


















.) ,

/~ I~Yf ’-: ~ ,-J.~ ’" ;2

The mystery 
of the 

. :.. 

object 
in the,. ~~~ 

ETeniac Standard Air RelK’rt~7 
The mysterY’of an unIdentI- 

fied object picked up by a 
Royal Air Force radar screen 
at West Freugh, Scotland. on 
Thursday. deepened tQday. 
Was It.a weather balloon or 

was it something else? 
An Air Ministry spokesm:m 

said today: .. We are still 
I n v e s tlgatlng the reports.. 
There Is no further evidence 
yet." 

Yesterday the Air Ministry 
had no doubt about It. An 
omclal said then that they 
had checked with the radar 
station, and that the obJect. 
was II. weather balloon.. 
which had been sent up from 
Aldergrove alrtleld. Northern 
Ireland. 

Telephone report 
Northern Ireland Is only 25 ; 

mUes across the Nor t h 
: 

: Channel from West Freugh. 
RAF Intelllgence offic’en. 

who deal with reports of 
unlden titled 0 b J e c t s ha. ve 
recelv~ a telephoned report 
froni Wing Command r W. 
Wh I twor tho commanding 
omcer or the West Freugh 
station. .. 
He Is sending a full written 

report to the Air Ministry. ,. ’Very hi~h’ 
Radar stations (Britain’s 

watch aialnst any surpr!se. 
attllCkl are constantlY 
manned. Other radar sets are 
used hi air tramc control and 

: are not on all the time. 
. Objects whl h cannot be, 

Ident.1tled are reported to the ’\ : Air Ministry. ; It Is understood. that the 
i West Freugh object was 
plotted at a great height. j
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2. n. ot 1.ct ,.... (irat ob’.1""’IP.4 .. . eta\L,,,e..., retu", <:’1ft the ~cr.en 2r 
a rJ.r at fIIll.call.ct.. Althoueh 1tl rlftl’ r...lncct .P1.rlciahly oon.t."t 
ror .IIO\It to ..1....... H. hd.M ~,p.o.r.d t.. .!tor rM. .bo"t 50.’>>) to 
70,ro1 rt. A ".OM r.dar .... ._, tchcd on and detectcoS th7 .ob ’eet- It the 
..2tC ran.r end he1lht.~. The r.d.r ..to "ud oor. c.plll. or roll~ln( ob.!cctp ."to..Ut.U1 b..U.. hlnr ...n"al11 opor.t.d. Tb. l"ro....U~" La .bhlned in th. ro... 
or ,.,l.r co~rdln.t.. but It 0’" b. con..rtld to &1.. plan ,.,.ltl)n Indlcotl)n 
t>c.th.r -It II hd&llt.. Th1l t..co....U)n ...n be Cod t"to .~lotH,,& b,..r:!. ...lch ’hp1o,. th. po.Hhn ot t!l. object b1 ...". or ." .hctro"lcall, o,.ret.. ,.ft. wh11e Ute hcl.ht 1. .h~.n on . Mt..r.
~. Th. "1\1.."tlr1.d oll~.o’ _.. tr_ck.. 0" th. pl~ttl"1 t_ble. ..ch ~dAr 
bolt\( oo1tch.. 0" to th. tAllh 110 t....n to checl: ror dhcr.p.""1n. Mhr ro..hl", _t ’1M .,.,t tor .bo.., ,.n lI1,.,t.. the pc" ....d .10-L, 1" P n.Z:. 
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tTP. otr....ra. .... ..ked to .urch tor tho ",.IIJoo’.. ".cho -.. p1cl:.d "f 
at the "",e aNI ’..rS."1 ....." .NI the rad.r ... .1oc~H"""’.,~. ,l.CC.r tho "oll.l.ct. II.. traull’" .bo.., 20 1111.. 1t _d. . ....,. .h.rp 
t..rn .noI ,roo..... to .... S.I. .t th. ..... U... tncr...l". .poe.. Her. tho 
roportl .r th. too r..!ar It.th... .urror In ..tt1h. Th. ~ .t JI.hc.Uo’" 
tr.ct.. ’’’"..IIJ.ot" .t .bo\It 50.000 tt It . .p.... or .bo..t ’’’0 ..p.h. ....U. 
tho .tller roll..... on .0llJoot. or "ob ’.ct." .t ,~,ooo rt. s.. tho ’ob.l.cte’ 
tr...Uod to..nI. tho .....nd ra..r .H. tho operptor ..tecte. rour .0bJ.cte" _01", In 11n. ..t.rn .bo"t ~.oon ,or.!. rroo ..ch other. Tllh oll........Uon ... co..tl...... tat.r 111 th. oth.r rod.n, ror ""... th. ob.t.et th’7 wore plottl"f ,..... out or r.nCI th.7 ..... .tl1. t., etect four "th... .."’\~.r Ob.’lctA urorl 
t"., too fl..... out or "ftC’.
7. 1t .,.. ":rt.et 1ty the rIJuS.... or."t~" \tI., UtC rite" or th~ ccho4!" -cre ~"old.r.II~7 loF’l!.r t".n ......14 ’It upocte:!. frOOl ....r._l a1rcr.re. In Coct ""7 ~?"..1~....~ that t.... ,.L.. .a. ftl.rl’" that of .. ...,1,,’ It echo.
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ph,dc.L c.nltrvoUo.. or t". object.. oscopt th.t th., """ ....,. err.cun 
r.rl.ctor8 or r.d.r .Ll"’ll. .nd th.t tho, ....t h.... b.cn either or e.".ld.r.IIle .h. or tI... c"n. tNCto.i to II. .....ct al17 [O’d ..rloc tors.
,. Ther, ...r. not tnown to tt. ’’’1 .1rcrar, in th. ,,~c1nl\7 no,. wcre tAere an7 
..uoroloClc.L boLb)".. E.." tr ""11001\0 10.. hocn 1" tho .r.. thn. ..."L. not 
Ic:co"nt ror tll. .\Id~... c,,"n.. .,’ dlrlct10n ..... tit. ~u..nt .t Mr.:" op..lI Pt"ln.. 
the ,,"cuIU"1 ootnd.
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""llk.11 th.t th’1 -.r. C:O".."tl~no17P: ’~r~rIKl". It 1. eo".l~.r’d 
or chcrlH cl_.. rcr" t. .ctcorolotic.L b..11 >>".
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A Very Secret History

1952 was a landmark year in the history of the Twentieth Century. Britain had a change of monarch, 
UN forces were fighting in Korea, General Batista seized power in Cuba, Emil Zatopek of 
Czechoslovakia won three medals at the Helsinki Olympics and President Truman dedicated The 
Nautilus, the worlds first nuclear submarine. September also had its share of the years events. In 
Washington, The McCarthy Witchunts were in full swing and even Charlie Chaplin was denied a US 
Visa pending a disloyalty enquiry. Meanwhile, Alfred Hershey and Martha Chase confirmed the 
hereditary nature of DNA in a report published on the 20th.

Communism and The Soviet Union were perceived as a grave threat and on the 18th September, the 
Danes and the US disclosed the building of a huge airbase at Thule in Greenlan~ meanwhile, the 
NATO allies were also conducting a huge exercise in the North Sea and North Atlantic. Dubbed 
"Mainbrace", the exercise used the military resources of Britain, USA, Canada, Norway, Denmark, 
France, Netherlands and Belgium. Whilst details of all these events are available in any standard 
college history textbook; disturbingly, details of an incident that occurred during Operation Mainbrace 
have only recently been made available through the auspices of The Public Record Office at Kew.

As part of the Royal Air Force’s involvement in Mainbrace, No 269 Squadron were posted to RAP 
Topcliffe on Yorkshire. It was whilst at TopclifIe that several members of this squadron witnessed a 
silver disc type unidentified flying object on the 19th September. FIt Lt Kilburn, the senior officer 
among the men filed a full report which was posted to HQ No 18 Group and dated 20th September 
1952, the contents of which are summarised below.

The witnesses observed a Gloster Meteor descending at 500 feet at RAP TopclifIe in Thirsk, 
Yorkshire during Operation Mainbrace. The time was 7.lOpm and the date was 19 September 1952. a 
UFO was seen approximately 5 miles astern at approx. 15000 feet and described as circular and silver 
in colour, it was moving at a slow speed on a similar course to the Meteor and then began a descent 
swinging in a pendular motion not too dissimilar to that of a falling sycamore leaf. The descending 
Meteor had turned towards Dishforth and the UFO, whilst still descending, appeared to follow suit. 
The pendulous motion then ceased and the object initiated a rotary motion about an axis 
perpendicular to its horizontal plane before disappearing in a westerly direction and turning on a 
south easterly bearing. The witnesses stated that its movements were not identifiable with anything 
that they had seen in the air and acceleration was in excess of that of a shooting star. The duration of 
the incident was 15 to 20 seconds. The sighting was also backed up by a number of civilian witnesses 
outside of the base.

Source Material:

1. A Covert Agenda by Nicholas Redfern (Pub. Simon & Schuster 1997) 
2. Chronicle of The 20th Century (CD By Dorling Kindersley Ltd, London, 1996) 
3. PRO File: AIR 16/1199. Crown Copyright Exists. Sourced at Kew, Tel. 0181 8763444
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